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Fax or mail a completed application to the MCS office. Applications may also be completed online. It is
important to provide a telephone number where you may be contacted to be notified of the bill amount or
if any additional information is required. If necessary information is missing from submitted applications, the
application may be returned. Applications rejected as incomplete will not be considered as received until
completed and returned to the MCS office.

Temporary Registrations must be paid for prior to issuance. A method of paying for and receiving the
Temporary Registration is determined after the application is processed and the carrier is notified regard-
ing the bill amount. Upon verification of payment a Temporary Registration may be faxed to a convenient
location. Often the carrier may desire to pick up the Temporary Registration from one of the Department’s
Taxpayer Service Centers. 

If you have not received your credentials within ten (10) days prior to the expiration of the Temporary
Registration, please contact the MCS office. Temporary Registration extensions are not available.

TEMPORARY TAG OR (HUNTERS PERMIT)

The IRP provides a means of registration for owner-operators when hunting for a carrier with whom they
can lease. The Hunter’s Permit authorizes the operation of a vehicle for 20 days at the empty weight of the
vehicle. An owner-operator may secure this 20-day temporary registration from the License Plate Issuing
Official of the county in which the owner-operator is based.

TRIP PERMITS

Vehicles subject to the provisions of the International Registration Plan (IRP) and the International Fuel Tax
Agreement (IFTA), but not licensed as such, will be required to purchase a 7-day trip and/or fuel permit
before entering the State of Alabama.

Alabama trip permits are available from 24/7 through the Department of Revenue website. Trip permits
allow both interjurisdictional and intrajurisdictional movement.

Trip permits are also available, with an additional service charge, through trip/fuel permitting agencies.

Please contact the MCS office for additional information concerning trip permits.

OWNER-OPERATORS LEASED TO CARRIERS

Owner-operators who lease their vehicles to motor carriers on a long-term basis (30 days or longer) may
register one of two ways.

1. If the owner-operator (lessor) is an Alabama resident, the owner-operator may be the registrant with
the vehicle being registered in the name of the owner-operator.

A. Apportionment of fees will be based on the distance records of the owner-operator (who also has
the responsibility for maintaining the records); and

B. The license plates and cab cards shall be the property of the owner-operator.

OR 

2. The Alabama motor carrier may be the registrant with the vehicle being registered in the name of the
motor carrier, but also listing the owner-operator as the owner/lessor.

A. The apportionment of fees will be based on the distance records of the carrier; and
B. The license plates and cab cards will be the property of the carrier; and
C. A lease agreement between the carrier and owner-operator is required to be submitted.
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TRIP LEASING

The lessee (except for service representatives of Household Goods Carriers as noted below) is responsi-
ble for the proper registration of a vehicle. However, an IRP fleet operator may trip lease equipment to
another IRP fleet operator; and the lessor under the lease, shall be responsible for accruing and reporting
on their registration application (Schedule B) the miles traveled by the leased equipment.

Any trip leased apportionable vehicle operated into or through member jurisdictions must bear IRP regis-
tration credentials and be operated only in the jurisdictions to which IRP fees have been paid or a trip per-
mit will be required.

RENTAL VEHICLES

The IRP specifically provides for the registration of rental company fleets. Registration of such fleets varies
depending upon the type of fleet involved. The base jurisdiction definition in Section 210 of Article II applies
under this Article and the conditions therein specified must be met by the rental company as registrant of
the fleet; except when the rental agreement is for more than sixty (60) days, the rental customer must have
an established place of business and his fleet must accrue miles in the jurisdiction selected as the base
jurisdiction for the license year.

An allocation agreement should be filed with Alabama governing the registration of rental vehicles. Rental
vehicles should be registered in the following manner:

RENTAL PASSENGER VEHICLES

To determine the percentage of total fleet vehicles that shall be registered in a jurisdiction, divide the gross
revenue received in the preceding year for use of such rental vehicles arising from passenger car rental
transactions occurring in the jurisdiction by the total gross revenue received in the preceding year for the
use of such rental vehicles arising from passenger car rental transactions occurring in all jurisdictions in
which such vehicles are operated. The resulting percentage shall be applied to the total number of passen-
ger cars in the fleet and that figure shall be the number of rental passenger cars that shall be fully regis-
tered in the jurisdiction.

Since the Alabama MCS Section does not currently register rental passenger vehicles, the required num-
ber of vehicles should be registered in the county(ies) where the rental owner is based.
RENTAL TRAILERS AND SEMI-TRAILERS

Trailers and semi-trailers, over 6,000 pounds gross vehicle weight and used solely in pool fleets shall be
licensed by dividing the gross revenue received in the preceding year for the use of such rental vehicles
arising from rental transactions occurring in the jurisdiction by the total gross revenue received in the pre-
ceding year for the use of such rental vehicles arising from rental transactions in all jurisdictions. The result-
ing percentage shall be applied to the number of units in such fleet, and that number of vehicles fully reg-
istered and plated in the jurisdiction. These vehicles should be registered in the county that they are based.

ONE-WAY VEHICLES

Owners of trucks with a gross vehicle weight less than 26,000 pounds, operated as part of an identifiable
one-way fleet, will allocate vehicles to the respective jurisdictions based on the percentage of miles trav-
eled in each jurisdiction. A simplified example: A rental fleet of 100 vehicles only operates in Alabama and
Florida. The total fleet distance equals 100,000 miles. If total distance operated in Alabama equals 25,000
miles and 75,000 miles for Florida, then 25% of the fleet vehicles (25) should be registered in Alabama and
75% of the vehicles (75) should be registered in Florida.

All vehicles of qualified one-way fleets will be allowed to perform both intrastate and interstate movements
in all jurisdictions. At the option of the registrant, one-way vehicles may also be apportioned.


